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President-Elect Bush on Le-aks

In a speech in New Hampshire on 14 March 1987, Vice President Bush
referred to the damage done to the national security by'leaks of classified intel-
ligence information. Indicating that the quickest way to kill a covert action or
any kind of sceret activity is through a leak, he noted that leaks have cost us
greatly in human sources and intclligence  collection mechanisms. He
obscrved that some of our allics are so convinced of our inability (o keep
secrets that they no longer provide us with high-quality and timely intelligence.
He stated “The leaks come from the Congressional committees and from the
2xecutive Branch itself. 1 believe a Joint Committee on Intelligence should
be established to reduce the number of pcople who have access to very sceret
information.  And I also belicve the Administration necds to make some
examples of leakers in our own ranks by publicly firing them. And I don't care
how high up they are. [ don’t believe in the wholesale usc of the polygraph,
but when national’sccurity matters are at stake, 'l say, ‘Usc it.' STAT
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' AWARENESS

From  “Bush Is Said To Be Upset by News Leaks,” by Gerald
M. Boyd in The New York Times, 18 December 1988.

“President-clect Bush, hoping to set a tone for his administration, is
determined to use public expressions of outrage and private threats of
reprisals to battle leaks to journalists, senior aides said today.

“While acknowledging that such measures  have failed in other
administrations, they said Mr. Bush is adamant about curbing unauthorizcd
disclosurcs and has made that clear to his senior aidcs.

Yoo Mo Bush said leaks reflect a lack of discipline that could ultimately
lead to problems such as (he disclosure of sensitive national sccurity

information.

Mr. Bush attempted 1o prevent unauthorized disclosures of
personnel choices for his administration by requiring all officials working on
his transition staff (o sign a onc-page ‘standard of conduct.” Included is a
paragraph that warns officials against disclosing information that comes to
their attention from working on the transition.

... Mr. Bush has long madc it clear to aides that he detests unauthorized
| disclosures, but the concern reflected his belief that it was not his role as Vice
President to articulate policy, and that doing so, in fact, weakened his office.
The issuc has taken on other dimensions now that he has been clected

President.

“...Asaformer Director of Central Intelligence, he is adamant against
the disclosure of information (hat he regards as threatening the national
sccurity.  [Mr. Bush’s former press spokesman Peter) Tecley recalled how,
carly in the Reagan Administration, Mr Bush had sat around a table with aides,
shaking his hcad and wondcring aloud how an official could have relcased such
information.”

STAT
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THE NEW YORK TIMES

- ‘ 18 December 1988

| Bush Is Said to Be Upset by News Leaks

B8y GERALD M. BOYD ' I Mr. Bush attempted to prevent unau-| aides that he resented the disclosure,
Specialto Me New Yark Times thorized  disclosures of personnel|{one said. The prospective. appointees

WASHINGTON, Dec. 17 — Presi- | choices for his administration by re-jare Louis Sullivan, president of More. .
dent-clect Bush, hoping to set a tone for | Quiring all officials working on his houscSchoolofMedlcme, and Julius W.
his administration, is determined to | transition staff to sign a one-page{ Becton Jr., a retired Army general who
; heads the Federal Emergency Man-

use public expressions of outrage and | "standard of conduct.”” Included is a
private threats of reprisals to bautle | Paragraph that warns officials against | agement Agency.

leaks to journalists, senior aidés said | disclosing information that comes (o Actually, the same information had
today. (hcir_qt:cn_tion from working on the|bcen provndpd carlier at a news cp{)fc'r-

While acknowledging that  such transition. ~ ence by Craig L. Fuller, the transition’s
measures have failed in other adminis- “What it is geared at is preventing | co-director. Asked if Mr. Bush was hav-
trations, they said Mr. Bush is ada- them from using inside information ing difficulty [indiyg quahﬁcd.black of-
‘mant about curbing unauthorized dis- | f2ined through their work on the|ficials to serve in the Cabinet, Mr.
closures and has made that clear to his
senior aides.

Expressing his thinking (0 one such
aide today, Mr. Bush ‘said, “IUs like

transition in some way that might be| Fuller said:

Hlegal™ said C. Boyden Gray, the “Weare nothaving difficulty finding
transiton counsel. It also covers un-j qualified black candidates for these
auvthorized leaks. ™ positions, and we've oL, we are evalu-

cheating in school.'” A Chilling Eifect m‘ing‘ :arx?d lqpkin;: at more than one, or
Mr. Bush said Jeaks reflect aduck of ) Grav said Mr. Bush's transition! o et R .
dn;uplmc U»m( c011!c1 uttimately lead o 15 the first (o impose such an order on Concernfor Cthers Seen
problems such as the disclosure of officials. But pointing out the difficulty]  Alixe Glen, another spokeswoman
scnsitive national security security in- | [ enforcing it, he said, “How can you| for Mr. Bush, said that particular issue
formation. accuse someone of leaking sometaing | was parucularly upsetting to Mr. Bush,
Cabinet Rumors Upsetting that might not be true or that is a fig-because no final decision had been
The sharp tone became clear this| mentof theirimagination? made. .
week when Mr. Bush said he became Yet aides to Mr. Bush have become “The basic fact of this goes (o the
“semi-ballistic’” over a report in The | €xtremely sensitive to even the appear- | basic goodness of George Bush, who
ance of leaks. When some Bush aides | doesn'( like to see pcople hurt by these

Washington Post that he was consider-
ing naming two black officials (o his
Cabinet. Aides said that he has been re-
peatedly upset by such reports of likely
Cabinet choices in recent weeks, and
was most upsel by the revelation last
August that he was considering Scna-
tor Dan Quayle of Indiana as his run-
ning mate.

“He feels he was clected to make

close to Gov. John H. Sununu of New

Disclosures are
likened to

leaks,” she said. “‘Inevitably, that is
going to happen because somebody
might be under consideration on Wed-
neseday, will not be on Thursday. He
can be humiliated by that.”

Mr. Bush has sought to prevent the
disclosure of other choices by keeping
most of his aides in the dark. In fact,
even such oflicials as press spokesmen
and speech writers, who draft his com-

< L -
cheating in
school.’

final decisions about personnel, and
until he had made them he doesn’t feel
ople should be'discussing them in the .
;r))gprc)r_" said a spokcswo%nan, Sheila Longtime Bush aides and advisers
Tate. “That seems entirely reason- say there arc certain kinds of leaks
able.” Hampshire, Mr. Bush’s choice to be (hat concern Mr. Bush more than -
Peter Teeley, a former press spokes- chief of staff, learncd Friday that a others. For example, he has long o
man for Mr. Bush, said in a similar story was (0 appear today disclosing sented reports that suggest staff dis-
vein: "There is onc thing that you have some choices for other White House hfx(mony, such as those last fall in
lo remember about Bush. He's a per- positions, they decided to issue a press which some senior a:dres reportedly
son you can (rust without question.| rejease 1o make sure the story would ducssioned the wisdom of having Sena-
He's only expecting from others what | o, appear as a leak. : tor Quayle as a running mate and as-
he would return (o them. " “Is there a chilling effoct>" said one serted lhat.he was bcmg relegatedtoa
Yet some of the players in the Wash-| g o, aide. Of course (here is.* minor role in the campaign.
ington game of leaks belicve that no iy Bush has long made it clear (¢
President can stop the flow entirely. | aides that he detests unauthorized dis-
ﬂmc. practice of ‘maku}g information closures, but the concern reflected his In addition, as a former Director of
available unofficially is a way that belief that it was not his role as Vice| Central Intelligence, he is adamant
Government figures curry favor and President (o articutlate policy, and that|against the disclosure of information
promote their own agendas. In addi- doing so, in fact, weakened his office.{ that he regards as threatening the na-
tion, all Presidents, i_ncluding Mr. Bush, | the issuc has taken on other dimen. | tional security. Mr. Teeley recalled
have made “‘authorized lcaks™ to pro- sions now that_he has been eclected| how, early in the Reagan Administra-
mote their own policies. President. tion, Mr. Bush had sat around a table

Reagan Was Irritated A Washington Tradition with aides, shaking his head and won-
President Reagan has constantly dering aloud how an official could have

¢ cnt : ! For example, aides have begun de- released such information.
voiced similar complaints from his bating such questions as what constj-
first days in office cight years ago. One | (yres loyalty and to what extend they
former aide recalled how he had com- | 4. really harming Mr. Bush by
) plamcq a “blue streak™ his first week providing hints of decisions thai he is| sures himself through regular sessions
in officc about stories that detailed | 5p0u¢ 1o announce anyway. There are | With the media. Even so, the problem is
Soglé! of hésf?ll?.gﬂ dccxilonsr. also discussions on how serious a prob- | not tikely to go away.
ward Rollins, another former sen- | jom such disclosures sinc % "ok :
jior White House official in the Reagan | ernment officials have long leskeq oy, | 1 40"t think he can ever shut it
ini i i i N down totally,” Mr. Rollins said. ““From
| Administration, said he believed that formation. e et ly slow it down a
1 i Mr. Bush has grown unyiglding on the The disclosure that Mr. Bush w. :)'.m,? totime, he can only slo 14
subject afier serving as Viee President | The disclosure that Mr. Bush was| bit 00777R000401040001-5
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ments announcing the selections, are
nottold until the last minute.

Days at C.1.A. Recalled

Aides say that Mr. Bush is hoping to
limit such breeches by making disclo-
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